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Dr. Bill Bass, one of the world's leading forensic anthropologists, gained international attention when

he built a forensic lab like no other: The Body Farm. Now, this master scientist unlocks the gates of

his lab to reveal his most intriguing cases-and to revisit the Lindbergh kidnapping and murder, fifty

years after the fact.
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This is an utterly fascinating book describing a series of case studies taken from the career of the

first author, Bill Bass, who is one of the nation's leading forensic anthropologists and the founder of

the Body Farm. I had first encountered the Body Farm from reading about it in the book by Mary

Roach, "Stiff: The Curious Life of Human Cadavers" (a wickedly funny and interesting book in its

own right). I have also had a life-long interest in true crime books, so when I found out about

"Death's Acre" I ordered it promptly.And I was not disappointed. A previous reviewer expressed

some dissatisfaction that the book did not deal solely with the work done at the Body Farm. While it

is true that the title of the book is perhaps misleading in this regard, I personally am glad that the

book focused as much as it did on the variety of cases that Dr. Bass consulted on throughout his

career. I find it more interesting to hear about how forensic anthropology can help bring a murderer

to justice than to read clinical data regarding just how many maggots can hatch in a body after 30

minutes in what temperature.This is probably a good time to offer a gentle warning: This is a great

book and totally fascinating, but if that last sentence about maggots upset you, you should probably

forego buying and reading this book because that is only a mild taste of what you will encounter



inside its pages. What happens to a human body after death isn't pretty, and the authors do a great

job of describing it clinically and in terms that a lay audience will understand. But you need a pretty

strong stomach to deal with it, especially when what is being described is, say, the brutally

murdered body of a four-year-old girl.
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